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Brown Estate’s tasting room in downtown Napa can be a bit tricky to find —

the entrance is around the corner from where GPS will direct you, and then
you’ll have to take an elevator to the second floor. But once you enter, it
feels as if you're transported into another realm, one that has replaced the
staid, reserved energy that dominates many Napa tasting rooms with a
lively burst of energy. On Friday afternoons, the place can feel like a party.
Brown, which claims to be Napa Valley’s first Black-owned winery, makes
most of its wines from the family estate in Chiles Valley, a remote area in
eastern Napa County. It’s great terroir for Zinfandel, which is Brown Estate’s
forte; don’t leave without trying at least one of its zesty, powerful Zins.
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