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As the leader of the first and only Black-owned estate winery in Napa Valley, Deneen Brown is
influencing those she works with, those who work for her, as well as future generations just by

being in the room where it happens.

The land in St. Helena where the winery sits wasn’t bought by Brown’s parents in 1980 with the
intention of turning the old walnut orchard into a business. It was a second home for the medical

professionals and their three children.

They thought planting a few acres of Zinfandel grapes would be something to dabble in, fruit to

sell to others — not the foundation of a thriving winery.

The Brown’s children — Deneen, David and Coral — established the Brown Estate label in 1996;

the first harvest was released in 2000.

Today, Deneen Brown is CEO and co-founder of Brown Estate Vineyard, which is still owned by

the siblings.

One of the company’s mantras is “do no harm” — a philosophy learned from their doctor parents

that has been adapted to be a pillar for how the land is treated.
Staying one step ahead has proven to be a successful road map for Brown Estate.

The 2008-09 recession coincided with the winery’s adoption of social media as a business,*“
Brown said. “That became something of a secret weapon for our brand.”

Staying one step ahead has proven to be a successful road map for Brown Estate.
She is a believer in marrying data with intuition instead of solely relying on one or the other.

“I have always been an early adopter of technology and am exploring ways to leverage Al in

service to decision-making, strategic planning, and innovation,” Brown said.

She knows her legacy will be much more than what’s in the bottle and the memories created

when people drink a bottle produced by Brown Estate.

“Brown’s commitment to inclusivity and representation in the wine industry is particularly
inspiring. By creating a welcoming space for consumers who historically felt excluded from the
Napa Valley wine scene, she has played a crucial role in diversifying the industry,” Sean Moore,
who works in sales at the winery, said. “Her leadership has not only broken barriers, but also

paved the way for future generations of Black winemakers and entrepreneurs.”

Making wine more accessible is an ongoing endeavor. In 2017, the Brown Downtown tasting
room opened in Napa. A year later a sister label, House of Brown, was created. Under this label

all the wines are regeneratively farmed, certified sustainable, and vegan.



